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THE WHITE SCARS

When Jaghatai Khan was taken back into the
Emperor’s embrace, one of his generals, Ogedei,
wrote the “The Great Khan of Quan Zhou’, to
preserve the legend of his birth and life on his
home planet of Chogoris. This is an extract from
that great tome.

ANEw Lraper, ANEW TRIBE

It was near the banks of the mighty Quonon river,
where the plains of the Empty Quarter meet the
foothills of the Brown Lands that He was found.
Ong Khan, the many-scarred leader of the
vaunted Talskars was crossing the ford on his
horse when he heard the full-throated cries of a
new born babe. He hunted amongst the bull
rushes and found a man-child, eyes wide
open and possessed of a

2N < burning fire. It is said

ST oy

o §

that He glowed with an inner-strength, which Ong
Khan recognised instantly as the reflection of
much future glory.

Born on the plains, born out of the earth and
the fertile water, was found Jaghatai, greatest
leader the Talskars have ever known. What else
could He be but a gift from the gods? A gift to
help us fight the evil men that dwelled in the
Palatine empire in the east. The gods had seen
too many of our folk murdered by these evil-
doers. Once too often had they taken one of us,
and set him loose, only to hunt him down on
horseback, sending him to an ignoble and unfair
end.

Jaghatai was our salvation.

It soon became known by the other tribes that a
warrior of great stature — in mind and body — was
bringing glory and victory to the Talskars. In the
way of the people of the steppe, this was seen as a
great threat, and they grew to hate him for his
strength and the danger he posed.

AMBUSH

And so it was that the dishonourable sheep-
herders, the Kurayed tribe, did set about a Talskar
hunting party in cowardly ambush. They hid in an
escarpment like old women, watching the -'.‘am;:-
" Ihl‘ﬂugh_]ﬁuﬂdlfl.d eyes. Wheni the.
§  Talskar menhad fallen asleep, tﬁlapcrept
i"nrw:,;ﬂ on their bellies, {dragging

thel:hsﬂ?cs through dirt angl
' ttenng obscenities and dro
dlshﬂnm:r from every pofes

man rose up like a snakeo
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1 shot the unsuspecting guard thrm.tgh
ye. He fell without a sound, a warrior
ki Emmgabetterdeath
Like spectres they crept into the camp, knives
drawn, dripping poison. Such was their fear that
they had two murdering pigs to each Talskar
brave! With downward thrusts and silent hate,
they plunged their blades into flesh. But despite
the trap the men of Talskar rose up to fight.
Pouring blood into the earth they fought tooth
and claw; but the numbers of the foe were too
great, and they all fell to a man. As for the
Kurayed, may their cowardly souls moulder in
filth for eternity!

Amongst the fallen was Jaghatai’s adopted
father, Ong Khan, and many fine warriors. Upon
hearing of the attack, Jaghatai flew into a rage,
from which some say He never fully escaped from.
He called for a muster to avenge the atrocity, and
men flocked to Him, baying for the blood of the
Kurayed.

It was a chance for the man to prove His
leadership and demonstrate His ferocity as a
general. The avenging tribe marched on the
Kurayed village. They did not expect attack. They
believed that their dishonourable ambush had torn
the heart and fight out of the Talskar people. They
were wrong. Jaghatai was the beating heart of
vengeance that drove His people to utterly destroy
the camp, and every man, woman and child who
dwelled there. It is said that after the massacre,
Khan bathed in the blood of the slaughtered; but
this was not enough to slake His thirst for
vengeance.

He took the Kurayed chieftain’s head and
mounted it above His tent, to rot in the sun and be
consumed by the flies. This action demonstrated
to all the sort of man Jaghatai would become. He
carved out a reputation built upon loyalty, honour
and total ruthlessness. But He had another facet
that set Him apart from the other tribe leaders: He
saw beyond the internecine wars that took place all
over the plains. He saw a future with the tribe
united under His own banner. Then, He knew,
they would be unstoppable, and they would be able
to finally rid the planet of the cruelty of the
Palantine Empire.

Khan of the Talskars. For many years He fought
the other tribes and hunters of the steppe, and
every victory saw more men gather around Him!

His bravery in the field of battle. Those who saw.

After the victory, Jaghatai became Jaghatai

Destiny surrounded Him, and His eyes were filled
with fire. His skill as a general was matched only b}? :

Hlm ﬁght said they had never seen the like bﬂhm,_ .

tribes were integrated into combined fighting
units. This strategic thinking by Jaghatai Khan
ensured that the natural rivalry between the groups
was largely forgotten, and was replaced with
unswerving loyalty to the army and Himself as
general. He presided over a meritocracy, where
men were promoted to leaders on the basis of their
skills. This solidifying of the army and growth in
strength continued for a decade, until disaster
struck.

HuxteED

On a bleak winter’s day Khan’s army picked its way
carefully along a snow-encrusted ledge, high up in
the mountains. The mountain passes are
treacherous, and so it was that the great Khan, and
many of our warriors were thrown from the edge,
to fall thousands of feet onto the rocks below.
Believing their leader to be dead [and what mortal
man would survive such a thing?] the army moved
on, at a loss as to what to do.

Legend tells us what happened after the event.
We know that our great Khan returned to us,
against the fates. As to the events before He came
back, they are shrouded in mystery. It is said that
the Palantine’s only son found a battered warrior
lying in the snow. He sought to use Him for sport,
as he had so many others of our tribe, and hunt
Him like a wild pig.

I do not believe the great Khan ever spoke about
what happened in the following days. But we do
know that some time later a single rider arrived
back in Chogorian lands, with the Palantine’s son’
head tied around his neck. The rider had been
mutilated beyond recognition, and he bore
message: “The people of the steppe are yours no
longer.’

Predictably, rather than letting sleeping dragons
lie, the Palantine gathered a huge army with which
to invade our lands. Tt was to be no skirmish, no
cruel hunting trip; tHeik aim was to wipe all the
tribes from the step ir men were covered
in heavy mail coats, carried wide blﬂ{%}i
spears and wielded hea'ujr swords. When
his host marched across tkc B g
blasted plains, itlooked =~ ==






like a shining, silver river. The Palantine was
confident of victory.

BarTLE

But the great Khan was ready, and His master
strategist’s mind had planned carefully. In the
Valley of the Khans, on the Lon-Suen Plain, the
armies met, and the fight began.

The FPalantine’s men fought in tight formations,
rings of steel, bristling with sharp spears. Around
them, the Khan’s horsemen encircled them,
peppering the packed ranks with arrows, and
always staying out of spear’s reach. Jaghatai out-
fought them totally. The Palantine could not bring
the strengths of his army to bear on the nimble
horsemen, and as their numbers reduced, the
Khan’s ring of death closed in around them.

Only the Palantine and a [Lw of his br:udvgu
escaped. Everyone el:.:_L '
death. The field !'Ea_ﬁ__
blood, and the screams of
dying rent the air. All the
tribal leaders and holy
men gathered

together and proclaimed Jaghatai ﬂmeﬂf" :
Ruler of All Within the Lands.

From this point on, the path to giﬂry for the
Great Khan was almost ordained. He burst mt T
the Palantine’s lands and rolled over their cities B
and castles like a tidal wave. Nothing could stop
His advance, and it was not long before He had the
entire land at His mercy.

A short time later the Emperor from the stars
descended upon our world, and took the Great
Khan away to embark on new adventures and
impossible deeds. He will forever remain in our
people’s memory as the greatest Khan to have ever
drawn breath.
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